Windmill Hill Primary School

End of Year Expectations
Year 4
This booklet provides information for parents and carers on the end of year expectations for
children in our school. The staff have identified these expectations as being the minimum
requirements your child must meet in order to ensure continued progress throughout the
following year.
All the objectives will be worked on throughout the year and will be the focus of direct
teaching. Any extra support you can provide in helping your children to achieve these is greatly
valued.
If you have any queries regarding the content of this booklet or want support in knowing how
best to help your child, please talk to your child’s teacher.

English in Year 3 and Year 4

In lower Key Stage 2, your child will build on their work from the infants to become more
independent in both their reading and their writing. Most children will be confident at
decoding most words – or will have extra support to help them to do so – and so now they
will be able to use their reading to support their learning about other subjects.
They will begin to meet a wider range of writing contexts, including both fiction and nonfiction styles and genres.

Speaking and Listening
The Spoken Language objectives are set out for the whole of primary school, and teachers
will cover many of them every year as children’s spoken language skills develop. In Years 3
and 4, some focuses may include:
• Use discussion and conversation to explore and speculate about new ideas
• Begin to recognise the need to use Standard English in some contexts
• Participation in performances, plays and debates
• Explain thinking and feeling in well-structured statements and responses

Reading skills
• Extend skills of decoding to tackle more complex words, including with unusual spelling
patterns
• Read a wide range of fiction, non-fiction and literary books
• Recognise some different forms of poetry
• Use dictionaries to find the meanings of words
• Become familiar with a range of traditional and fairy tales, including telling some orally
• Identify words which have been chosen to interest the reader
• Ask questions about what they have read
• Draw simple inferences about events in a story, such as how a character might be feeling
• Make predictions about what might happen next in a story
• Summarise ideas from several paragraphs of writing
• Find and record information from non-fiction texts
• Take part in discussions about reading and books

Writing skills
• Write with joined handwriting, making appropriate join choices
• Spell words that include prefixes and suffixes, such as anticlockwise
• Spell some commonly misspelt words correctly, taken from the Y3/4 list
• Use possessive apostrophes correctly in regular and irregular plurals, such as children’s
and boys’
• Use examples of writing to help them to structure their own similar texts
• Plan out sentences orally to select adventurous vocabulary
• Use paragraphs to organise ideas
• Use description and detail to develop characters and settings in story-writing
• Write interesting narratives in stories
• In non-fiction writing, use features such as sub-headings and bullet points
• Review their own work to make improvements, including editing for spelling errors
• Read others’ writing and suggest possible improvements
• Read aloud work that they’ve written to be clearly understood
• Extend sentences using a wider range of conjunctions, including subordinating conjunctions
Use the present perfect verb tense
• Use nouns and pronouns with care to avoid repetition
• Use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to add detail about time or cause
• Use fronted adverbials
• Use direct speech, with correct punctuation
Young children have a tendency to repeat nouns or pronouns, leading to several
sentences containing ‘He’ or ‘They’. They can use alternatives to make writing more
interesting. For example, alternatives for describing an individual character might
include: he, the burglar, Mr Smith, John, the criminal, the villain, etc.
To add information to a sentence about its location, children might use conjunctions
(“Although it was still early...”), adverbs (“Early that morning...”) or prepositions (“At about
six-thirty that morning...”). Often these techniques allow children to write more complex
sentences.
Grammar Help
For many parents, the grammatical terminology used in schools may not be familiar. Here
are some useful reminders of some of the terms used:
• Present perfect tense: a tense formed using the verb ‘have’ and a participle, to indicate
e this to compare and order numbers; round to ten, a hundred and a thousand.
that an action has been completed at an unspecified time, e.g. The girl has eaten her iceUn
cream
• Fronted adverbial: a word or phrase which describes the time, place or manner of an
action, which is placed at the start of the sentence, e.g. “Before breakfast,...” or “Carrying
a heavy bag,...”
• Direct speech: words quoted directly using inverted commas (speech marks), as opposed to
being reported in a sentence
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Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000.
Find 1000 more or less than a given number.
Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000.
Count backwards through zero to include negative numbers.
Recognise the place value of each digit in a 4-digit number (thousands,
hundreds, tens, and ones).
Order and compare numbers beyond 1000.
Read Roman numerals to 100 (I to C) and know that over time, the numeral
system changed to include the concept of zero and place value.
Add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits using the formal written
methods of columnar addition and subtraction where appropriate.
Estimate and use inverse operations to check answers to a calculation.
Solve addition and subtraction two-step problems in contexts, deciding
which operations and methods to use and why.
Recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 12 × 12.
Recognise and use factor pairs and commutativity in mental calculations.
Multiply two-digit and three-digit numbers by a one-digit number using
formal written layout.
Solve problems involving x and +, including using the distributive law to
multiply 2 digit numbers by 1 digit, integer scaling problems and harder
correspondence problems such as n objects are connected to m objects.
Recognise and show, using diagrams, families of common equivalent fractions.
Count up and down in hundredths; recognise that hundredths arise when
dividing an object by a hundred and dividing tenths by ten.
Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator.
Recognise and write decimal equivalents of any number of tenths or
hundredths; and the decimal equivalents to ¼ , ½ and ¾.
Find the effect of dividing a one- or two-digit number by 10 and 100,
identifying the value of the digits in the answer as ones, tenths and
hundredths.
Round decimals with one decimal place to the nearest whole number. Solve
simple measure and money problems involving fractions and decimals to 2
decimal places.

